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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Kinnickinnic River flows south and west through the City of River Falls, Wisconsin. The 
Junction Falls Dam was the first dam in the City, and began as a privately owned rock-filled 
timber dam to generate power for a mill located adjacent to the site. The City acquired ownership 
of the dam in 1900 and in 1920 replaced the damaged timber crib dam. A new power house was 
built in 1948 and around 1962 the steel tube penstock was encased in concrete. The City has 
since made repairs to the dam to improve the structure. The penstock and powerhouse have 
remained the same. Lake George is its reservoir. 
 
The Powell Falls Dam is located approximately ½ mile downstream. It was built in 1966 to 
replace an earlier timber crib structure that was destroyed by high water on the Kinnickinnic 
River. The hydroelectric facility at Powell Falls was replaced in 1948 when equipment was 
installed to replace the original equipment from 1903. Lake Louise is its reservoir.  
 
The River Falls Hydroelectric Project operates in “instantaneous run of river mode” and will 
continue to operate as such. The hydroelectric facilities continue to supply energy to the overall 
system, thus reducing the need for bulk energy purchases by the River Falls Municipal Utilities 
(“RFMU”), a division of the City of River Falls. 
 

1.1 Purpose 
 
The Pre-Application Document (“PAD”) is intended to provide currently existing information on 
the existing project facilities and operations, information on the existing environment, and 
information concerning known and potential impacts of the projects, as required by 18 CFR §5.6. 
This information is provided to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”), other 
federal and state resource agencies, Indian tribes, and other interested stakeholders. This will 
allow them to identify issues and related information needs, develop study requests, and prepare 
documents analyzing any license application that may be filed.  
 

1.2 Process Plan 
 
The City filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) to file for the relicensing of Project No. 10489 and for an 
extension of filing the PAD on August 23, 2013. FERC granted an extension on September 3, 
2013 and advised that many projects seek the flexibility of the Traditional Licensing Process 
(“TLP”). The new deadline for the PAD is November 29, 2013. 
 
Therefore, concurrent with the filing of this PAD, the City of River Falls is requesting the use of 
the TLP. The TLP has three stages of consultation. The filing and circulation of this PAD will 
initiate the first stage of consultation. The City’s plan and proposed schedule for the pre-
application process are shown in Table 1. The City’s proposed plan is subject to revision as 
various project activities are completed. 
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TABLE 1 
Proposed Plan for River Falls Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 

 
REQUIREMENT TIMING TARGET DATE 
File NOI, PAD, and Request 
to Use Traditional Licensing 
Process 

 November 27, 2013 

Comments Due on Request to 
Use TLP 

30 days from filing of Request 
to Use TLP 

December 27, 2013 

FERC Issues Notice and 
Decision on TLP Request 

60 days from filing of Request 
to Use TLP 

January 26, 2014 

Joint Public Meeting 30-60 days from approval to 
use TLP 

February 25 – March 27, 2014 

Comments on PAD and 
necessary studies 

60 days from Joint Public 
Meeting 

April 26 – May 26, 2014 

Complete studies requested by 
resource agencies and Indian 
tribes 

Dependent on length of 
studies 

 

Prepare Draft License 
Application (DLA) 

No deadline January 2016 

Comments on DLA 90 days from filing of DLA April 2016 
Joint Public Meeting with 
disagreeing resource agency 
or Indian tribe 

60 days from date of 
comments 

June 2016 

File License Application No deadline September 2016 
 
 
2.0 PROPOSED LOCATION, FACILITIES, AND OPERATION 
 

2.1 Applicant Agents 
 

Mr. Brian Hatch 
Hydroelectric Facility Operator 
River Falls Municipal Utilities 
City of River Falls 
222 Lewis St 
River Falls, WI 54022 
Telephone: (715) 425-0906 
 

Mr. Charles Beranek 
Electric Operations Superintendent 
River Falls Municipal Utilities 
City of River Falls 
222 Lewis St 
River Falls, WI 54022 
Telephone: (715) 425-0906 

2.2 Project Maps 
 
The location of the project is Section 1, Township 27 North, Range 19 West, in Pierce County, 
Wisconsin. The Project lies within the City of River Falls. Detailed maps showing the Project 
area and facilities are attached as Appendix A. 
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2.3 Existing Facilities and Components 
 

2.3.1 Current Project as Licensed 
 
The River Falls Hydroelectric Project consists of Junction Falls and Powell Falls. The Project is 
inclusive to the boundaries of the City of River Falls, in Pierce County, Wisconsin, 54022. 
 
Junction Falls consists of a concrete gravity dam, 140 feet long, with an uncontrolled overflow 
spillway and a crest length of 115 feet. The headworks section of the dam is at right abutment 

and has two gated waterway openings; one 5 foot square for 
discharging excess flows; and one 6’ X 200’ encased pipe leading 
from the penstock to the powerhouse. The existing reservoir, 
Lake George, is 16 acres with a storage capacity of 142 acre-feet. 
The normal pool elevation is 865.3 feet mean sea level. 
 
The powerhouse consists of a brick superstructure above a 
concrete substructure, (1) General Electric  generator rated at 250 
kW, 312 kVA, 2300 volts, 0.8pf 450 RPM 3 phase type ATI 
coupled to a Leffel hydraulic turbine 42’ design head 330bhp 
246kW 450 RPM Type F year 1917. The transmission line is 
approximately 50 feet to the existing bus which connects to the 
12.4kV system through a 2400-12.4 transformer. It is currently 
run in “run of river” mode, and the historic average flow rate of 

river is @95 cfs (USGS data retrieved 10/29/2013). 
 
Powell Falls consists of a concrete gravity dam, 110 feet long and 22 feet high, with an 
uncontrolled overflow spillway. An integrated powerhouse/penstock is at the left abutment. The 
reservoir, Lake Louise, is 15.4 acres with a normal 37 acre feet capacity. Normal pool elevation 
is 821.80 feet mean sea level. There is also an intake gate integrated into the powerhouse and a 
6’ waste-gate adjacent to the powerhouse. 
 
The Powerhouse consists of a brick superstructure 
above a concrete substructure, (1) General Electric 
generator rated at 125 kW, 165 kVA, 2300 volts, 
0.8pf, 3 phase Type ATI coupled to a Leffel 
hydraulic turbine 20’ design head 80bhp 134kW 
240 RPM Type F year 1917. The transmission line 
is approximately 2,500 feet from the powerhouse 
to the control room at the Municipal Power Plant 
building, where it connects to the existing bus and 
to the 12.4kV system through a 2400-12.4 
transformer. This unit is also run in “run of river” 
mode. The historic average flow rate of river is 
@95 cfs (USGS data retrieved 10/29/2013). 
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For project drawings the Project facilities from the original license application, please see 
Appendix B. 
 

2.3.2 Primary Transmission Lines 
 
No new transmission lines are to be installed at this time. For current transmission lines, please 
see Appendix C. 
 

2.3.3 Energy Production Estimates 
 
The current energy production estimate for the Project is 2,000,000 kWh/year. 
 

2.3.4 Net Investment 
 
The City of River Falls’ annual investment in maintaining and operating the Project is 
approximately $35,000. Over the course of the 30-year license, the net investment is estimated to 
be at least $1.1 million. 
 

2.4 Current Project Operation 
 
An amendment to the operating license issued in 1997, 81 FERC 62,087 (1997), states the 
operators use a prescribed outline when ramping the units up or down for intake cleaning and/or 
maintenance, with a 5kW increase or decrease no sooner than every 15 minutes. This is to ensure 
a smooth water discharge downstream. 
 
Ramping for intake grate cleaning is done only on an as need basis and scheduled so as not to be 
done on both units the same day. Heavy leaf load in the river during fall and excess debris in the 
spring are causes to shut the units off for a period of time and let the debris flow over the 
spillway. 
 
With the discontinuation of the diesel generation at the River Falls Municipal Power Plant, the 
plant is no longer manned on a 24-hour basis. The operator makes daily visits to the Junction 
Falls Hydro Facility and weekly to the Powell Falls Hydro Facility. The outputs can be 
monitored from the Power Plant SCADA system. 
 

2.5 Existing License 
 
For information on the current license and amendments, please see Appendix D. 
 

2.6 Future Project Plans 
 
There are currently no new modifications and or construction at either site. There are future plans 
to relocate the electrical controls (substation), which would not affect the dams, the river, or 
hydroelectric structures. We would amend the license in regard to the connectivity descriptions. 
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3.0 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE IMPACTS 
 

3.1 Description of Existing Environment 
 
The Kinnickinnic River Watershed is located in St. Croix and Pierce Counties, and is 13,189 
acres in size. It includes 283 miles of rivers and streams, 508 acres of lakes and 1308 acres of 
wetlands. The watershed is dominated by agriculture (57%) and grassland (22%), and is ranked 
high for nonpoint source issues affecting streams, lakes and groundwater. Please see 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Watersheds/ for more information. 
 

3.2 Geology and Soils 
 
The project area is characterized by a glaciated surface consisting of a thin layer of silty loess 
over glacial till. Faulted Precambrian granites diorites and gneisses comprise the underlying 
bedrock. Cambrian sandstones dolomites and shale superpose the Precambrian igneous rocks. 
The soils in the area consist of prairie soils including black silt loams and silt soils on plains of 
outwash sand and gravel. Upstream of the City of River Falls, the Kinnickinnic River flows 
through broad outwash plains bordered by steeply-sloped valley walls. The Junction Falls Dam is 
located in a steep narrow gorge on the North Branch of the Kinnickinnic River. The composition 
of the soils and bedrock has remained constant since the original license in 1988. 
 

3.3 Water Resources 
 
The project area, Junction Falls and Powell Falls, are within the City limits of River Falls, while 
the Kinnickinnic River runs through farmland above the reservoirs. The river below Powell Falls 
runs through steep-sided banks with relatively no public access until it reaches the Kinnickinnic 
State Park at County Highway F. Overall, the river shoreline remains undeveloped. 
 
The project is “run-of-the-river”. As such we use the discharge flow rates of the USGS 
Kinnickinnic River stream monitor, which is located 350 feet upstream from County Highway F 
in Pierce County, Wisconsin, USGS# 05342000. This can be monitored at any time with 
computer/ smartphone technology via the USGS stream flow internet site. 
 

3.3.1 Historical Discharges and Stream Flows 
 
These stream flow parameters were derived from the flow duration curve. The curve was derived 
from the USGS survey data taken from 1917-1921. The following graphs display information 
from the USGS for the dates shown: 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Watersheds/
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To see the historical flow duration curve and the 2012 USGS Water-Data Report for the 
Kinnickinnic River, please see Appendix E. 
 

3.3.2 Previous Studies 
 
There are numerous studies on the water quality of the Kinnickinnic River and the reservoirs of 
the dams. Please see Section 4.0, Preliminary Issues and Studies List, for a brief accounting. 
 
The most recent and comprehensive surface water study was prepared by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. For the December 1998 Kinnickinnic River Priority 
Watershed Surface Water Resource Appraisal Report, please see Appendix F. 



9 

 
Another comprehensive plan for monitoring the Kinnickinnic River is the 1995 Kinnickinnic 
River Water Management Plan. Due to its length, the plan will be provided in pdf form if 
requested by an interested party. Please contact Brian Hatch at bhatch@rfcity.org to request this 
document. 
 

3.4 Environmental Resources 

 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (http://dnr.wi.gov/) has collected much 
information on the environmental resources of the Kinnickinnic River. Pages 2-6 of Appendix G 
contain an introduction to the Kinnickinnic River Region.  
 

3.4.1 Fish and Aquatic Resources 
 
The Kinnickinnic River is considered a Cool (Warm Transition) Mainstem under the State’s 
Natural Community Determinations. Natural Communities are identified based on modeled flow 
and temperature characteristics. For the results of the 1991 thermal monitoring, please see page 7 
of Appendix G.  
 
The Kinnickinnic River has one of the highest densities of brown trout in the state. Trout 
densities range from 2,000 to 12,000 trout per stream mile. The river is classified as an 
outstanding resource water above STH 35, and the remaining portion of the river is classified as 
Class I trout is an excellent resource water.  
 

3.4.2 Wildlife and Botanical Resources 
 
The Project area is within the Western Prairie Ecological Landscape, which is located on the far 
western edge of the state just south of the Tension Zone. It contains the only true representative 
prairie potholes in the state. It is characterized by its glaciated, rolling topography and a 
primarily open landscape with rich prairie soils and pothole lakes, ponds, and wet depressions, 
except for forested areas along the St. Croix River. The climate and growing season are 
favorable for agricultural crops. Sandstone underlies a mosaic of soils. Silty loams that can be 
shallow and stony cover most of the area. Alluvial sands and peats are found in stream valleys.  
 
Historic vegetation was comprised of dry to mesic prairie grasses in the rolling areas and wet 
prairies in the broad depressions. Open oak savannas and barrens were found on the hilly 
topography, with small inclusions of sugar maple-basswood forest in small steep sites. Prairie 
pothole type wetlands were mainly found in St. Croix and Polk counties. Barrens were found 
along the river terraces of the St. Croix River. Almost half of the current vegetation is 
agricultural crops and almost a third of the area is grasslands, with smaller areas of open water, 
open wetlands, and urban areas. The major forest types are maple-basswood and oak-hickory, 
with smaller amounts of lowland hardwoods and lowland conifer. 
 
Mammals inhabiting the lower Kinnickinnic Basin include white-tailed deer, raccoon, beaver, 
muskrat, gray squirrel, striped ground squirrel, red fox, striped skunk, and mink. Avian species 
include marsh hawk, broad-winged hawk, barn owl, ruffed grouse, ring-necked pheasant, great 

mailto:bhatch@rfcity.org
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Watersheds/
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blue heron, green heron, common loon, Canada goose, wood duck, mallard, blue-winged teal, 
black tern, belted kingfisher, barn swallow, American gold finch, cerulean warbler, common 
yellow throat, eastern kingbird, and mourning dove. Canada geese and several species of ducks 
nest on the wetlands within the project impoundments and on several islands in the river 
downstream of the project. 
 

3.4.3 Wetlands, Riparian, and Littoral Habitat 
 
Upper Dam Minor Watershed: The large wetland in this area is mostly forested with cottonwood, 
silver maple, ash, and box elder, with some interspersed open areas. This wetland likely serves as 
an important wildlife resource along the section of the Kinnickinnic River that runs through the 
City, as it is one of the only areas that is not developed close to the riverbanks. 
 
Lower Dam Minor Watershed: The wetlands associated with Lake Louise are both forested and 
emergent. The trees are generally willow and cottonwood, while the emergent wetlands are 
cattails, willow shrubs, and reed canary grass. Lake Louise is the largest water body in the 
Project area, and these associated wetlands provide important buffers to its water quality, as well 
as adding diversity of habitat for wildlife, such as water birds, amphibians, and larger mammals. 
 

3.4.4 Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 
 
For the original licensing in 1988, the Bald Eagle was listed as threatened and endangered. Now 
the Bald Eagle is a frequent visitor and has successfully nested along the Kinnickinnic River. 
 
There are approximately 2,000 species of native and naturalized seed plants in the State of 
Wisconsin. Pages 8 and 9 of Appendix G list some of the rare, threatened, and endangered plant and 
animal species within St. Croix and Pierce Counties. For a list of the endangered and threatened 
species within the Project area, please see page 10 of Appendix G. 
 

3.5 Recreation and Land Use 
 
There are abundant opportunities for recreation within the Project area. The City of River Falls is 
the home of the University of Wisconsin-River Falls and the South fork of the Kinnickinnic 
River runs through the Campus area of the University. Along with the natural areas set aside for 
hiking, fishing, canoeing, and biking. There has been an uptick of folks kayaking the journey 
down the Lower portion of the river to the State Park or out to the Saint Croix River, itself a 
protected National Scenic River.  
 
For more information on recreation near the Project area, please see the excerpt of the 2009 
River Falls Park Inventory in Appendix H. It contains information on the recreation 
opportunities and conservation efforts immediately adjacent to the Project area. 
 

3.6 Aesthetic Resources 
 
River Falls is situated on the West-Central side of the State of Wisconsin. In addition to having 
the University of Wisconsin presence and a renowned class 1 trout stream, River Falls is located 
within 30 minutes of the Saint Paul/Minneapolis Metropolitan Area, the Mississippi River, and 
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the Saint Croix River. The buildings that are involved with the hydroelectric generation and the 
dams, along with the reservoirs, have been part of the River Falls landscape for many years. 
There are no planned changes to the dams and or hydroelectric facilities that would have a 
detrimental effect on the environment. 
 

3.7 Cultural Resources 
 
The founding of the City is credited to Joel Foster in 1848, which soon brought more individuals 
to the area surrounding the Kinnickinnic River. There were names for the city such as 
Kinnickinnic and Greenwood, but in 1858 River Falls 
became the official name. Milling and lumber were 
important industries as Joel Foster himself opened up 
one of the first sawmills in the area.  
 
Milling became the principal industry and many 
Yankee millers came to the area to capitalize on the 
river power. At one time there were five mills 
operating on the Kinnickinnic. Greenwood, Junction, 
Prairie, Cascade, and further downriver, the Dayton 
mill. The increase in milling activity increased the need for shipping in additional wheat and 
shipping out flour. In 1878 the Hudson-River Falls Rail line was established.  
 
There were three successive years of drought and an infestation of cinch bugs that ended the 
viability of milling and shipping wheat from River Falls. The railroad continued until 1966 as 
more shipping went by truck. The Junction Mill had been using hydroelectric power in its 
operation and when the mill burned down it seemed the logical location for a Municipal Power 
Plant. With the help of local businessmen the Municipal Electric started in 1900. The Power 
Plant grew, adding diesel generators to the system, updating the dams and penstock. Currently 
only the hydroelectric facilities continue to supply energy to the system as the generators were 
shut down in 2011.  
 
The University of Wisconsin started as River Falls Normal School to prepare students for 
teaching to educate the frontier regions. The school became a member of the University of 
Wisconsin System in 1971 and now comprises 226 acre campus with 32 major buildings and 2 
laboratory farms with a total of 440 acres in and around the City of River Falls. With an 
enrollment of over 6,900, the University is a large part of River Falls community. 
 
River Falls and the surrounding areas were once inhabited by the Dakota, and later the Ojibwa. 
For a more detailed history of the area around the Kinnickinnic, please see 
http://www2.uwrf.edu/arc/rfhistory.php. Properties listed or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places have not been recorded in the project area. 
 

3.8 Socio-Economic Resources 
 
The City of River Falls population as of the 2010 Census was 15,000. Of the total population, 
70.8% is in the labor force, compared to the national average of 64.4%. Of the total population, 

http://www2.uwrf.edu/arc/rfhistory.php
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43.3% residents hold a Bachelor’s degree or higher, compared to the national average of 28.1%. 
Public school enrollment as of fall, 2013 school year was 3,083. The total number of housing 
units in 2012 was 5,878. The percentage of owner-occupied housing is 51.5%. In 2012, the City 
had an assessed value of $938,063,400. 
 

3.9 Tribal Resources 
 
There are no tribal lands in the general vicinity of or within the project area. 
 

3.10 River Basin Description 
 
The Kinnickinnic River is at the south end of the St. Croix River Basin. The major land use of 
the area is agricultural. Agricultural practice changes have been a concern in the past, and 

include more row crops, and a switch from small 
dairy farming to large confined animal feeding 
operations, which enhanced concerns over barnyard 
runoff, stream bank erosion, and manure 
management. Pierce County continues to face issues 
associated with growth and development stemming 
from the St. Paul/Minneapolis Metropolitan Area, and 
has struggled to maintain the area’s rural and 
agricultural features. 
 

4.0 PRELIMINARY ISSUES AND STUDIES LIST 
 
Pierce and St. Croix Counties are two of the fastest growing counties in the state of Wisconsin. 
Thus, water quality and aquatic habitat in the streams of this watershed are threatened by 
nonpoint source pollution from urban development, rural residential development, and 
agricultural land use. The City of River Falls comprehensive stormwater management plan and 
ordinance are beneficial in helping to maintain the overall water quality of the Kinnickinnic 
River as development proceeds within the city. Several groups are also working to protect the 
water quality of the Kinnickinnic River Watershed. 
 
Additional resource management plans include: 

 City of River Falls Comprehensive Plan, 2005 
 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan, 1995-2000 
 Kinnickinnic River Priority Watershed Surface Water Resource Appraisal Report, 1998 
 Kinnickinnic River Water Management Plan, 1995 
 Lake George Area Stormwater Treatment Concept Plan, 2005 
 Lake George Management Plan, 1996 
 River Falls Park Inventory, 2009 

 
The upper Kinnickinnic River flows mainly through farmland, despite rapid development in the 
last two decades. The area upstream from River Falls is the most heavily pressured for 
development due to its proximity of Interstate 94. Although recent development on the south end 
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of River Falls by the Rocky Branch tributary has required monitoring for the effects of storm 
water run-off on the trout population on the lower section. 
 
Because the counties where the river lies are some of the fastest growing in the state, thermal 
pollution and urban nonpoint pollution, as well as urban development pressure have become 
major concerns. An Embrace-A-Stream grant was used for production of a video about 
development and thermal pollution's effect on the Kinnickinnic. 
 
The Kinnickinnic River was also degraded by many years of poor land use practices and harmful 
wastewater releases into the river from a treatment plant until the 1960s. A spring creek in 
western Wisconsin, today it has regained good water quality and supports naturally reproducing 
brook and brown trout. The Kiap-TU-Wish and Twin Cities Trout Unlimited Chapters have been 
focusing their efforts on this river for the last decade, in cooperation with efforts by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Their devotion to stewardship is assisted by the 
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust, a group active in preserving the lower stretch of river. 
 
5.0 SUMMARY OF CONTACTS 
 
The information contained in this pre-application document was collected from the City’s own 
files and publications from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Our primary contact 
with the Department of Natural Resources was Mark Hazuga (Mark.Hazuga@wisconsin.gov). 
 
Throughout the term of the license, the City has engaged with partners to conduct studies on the 
physical quality of the dams and the quality of the environmental resources. The collection of 
these studies and the information received from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
comprises the relevant information required for this small-scale hydroelectric project. 
 
6.0 SUMMARY OF APPENDICES 
 

Appendix A:  Maps 
 

Appendix B:  Project Drawings 
 

Appendix C:  Transmission Lines 
 

Appendix D:  Original License & Amendments 
 

Appendix E:  Water Resources 
 

Appendix F:  Surface Water Resource Appraisal Report, 1998 
 

Appendix G:  Environmental Review 
 

Appendix H:  River Falls Park Inventory, 2009 - Excerpt 

http://www.twincitiestu.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/
http://www.kinniriver.org/
mailto:Mark.Hazuga@wisconsin.gov
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2013, Water-resources data for the United States, Water 
Year 2012: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2012, site 05342000, accessed at 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2012/pdfs/05342000.2012.pdf 

Water-Data Report 2012 

05342000 KINNICKINNIC RIVER NEAR RIVER FALLS, WI 
St. Croix Basin 

Lower St. Croix Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°49′51″, long 92°43′59″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.18, T.27 N., R.19 W., Pierce County, WI, 
Hydrologic Unit 07030005, on right bank, 325 ft upstream from County Trunk Highway F, 1.9 mi upstream from mouth, 4.8 mi downstream from Lake 
Louise Dam, and 5.5 mi west of River Falls. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--165 mi², from recent U.S.G.S. topographic maps. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1916 to September 1921 (monthly discharge for some periods published in WSP 1308), October 1998 to September 1999, 
July 2002 to current year. Monthly average data were published outside the period of daily data collection. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1308. WDR WI-99-1: Drainage area. WDR WI-02-1: Statistics table. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gages. Elevation of gage is 690 ft above NAVD of 1988, from topographic map. Prior to Oct. 1, 1921, 
recording gage near present site at different datum. Prior to Apr. 09, 2012, recording gage 275 ft downstream at present datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow is partially regulated by two hydro-electric plants located 7 miles 
upstream in the town of River Falls. Gage-height telemeter at station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=05342000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 116 115 113 108 105 349 106 107 98 98 90 83 
2 116 114 111 104 104 256 105 152 97 98 89 84 
3 116 113 113 e104 104 170 113 133 97 101 88 87 
4 118 113 113 105 104 128 106 124 138 99 110 86 
5 118 114 112 e107 104 118 104 146 97 97 95 85 

6 114 114 112 e108 104 139 103 374 96 96 91 85 
7 115 115 112 107 104 355 103 197 95 101 91 86 
8 116 114 112 106 103 247 103 138 94 96 90 86 
9 116 114 e109 106 104 138 103 128 93 95 91 86 

10 115 114 e107 107 103 121 104 120 92 94 90 88 

11 119 115 108 108 e103 124 104 117 91 94 88 85 
12 129 114 110 107 103 143 105 115 91 94 89 85 
13 122 114 110 105 102 139 106 112 90 99 87 89 
14 116 113 122 e105 101 124 109 111 121 113 92 87 
15 116 112 127 105 103 121 136 108 117 97 96 87 

16 115 111 115 106 101 117 133 106 99 95 91 86 
17 115 110 111 105 102 118 119 105 100 92 89 91 
18 118 111 108 e100 101 119 124 104 126 91 88 89 
19 117 113 108 e96 101 119 118 102 134 94 92 87 
20 116 112 107 e97 102 128 115 102 247 92 89 90 

21 119 111 107 e97 105 119 111 102 310 118 88 86 
22 113 112 106 e99 103 118 110 101 137 100 87 89 
23 113 113 106 e102 103 118 108 100 117 94 87 89 
24 114 113 105 105 103 112 107 125 113 104 87 90 
25 111 114 105 105 103 110 109 123 108 96 87 92 

26 115 121 105 104 104 108 107 119 99 94 88 90 
27 115 116 107 108 103 108 104 118 108 94 87 90 
28 115 115 106 106 108 107 106 113 105 94 81 91 
29 114 113 107 104 439 105 106 104 101 100 86 90 
30 115 112 106 105 --- 111 111 101 100 95 90 90 
31 115 --- 106 105 --- 108 --- 99 --- 91 84 --- 

Total 3,602 3,405 3,406 3,236 3,329 4,497 3,298 3,906 3,511 3,016 2,778 2,629 
Mean 116 114 110 104 115 145 110 126 117 97.3 89.6 87.6 
Max 129 121 127 108 439 355 136 374 310 118 110 92 
Min 111 110 105 96 101 105 103 99 90 91 81 83 
Cfsm 0.70 0.69 0.67 0.63 0.70 0.88 0.67 0.76 0.71 0.59 0.54 0.53 
In. 0.81 0.77 0.77 0.73 0.75 1.01 0.74 0.88 0.79 0.68 0.63 0.59 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1917 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 101 99.1 91.9 85.2 88.7 182 107 102 110 90.8 99.8 93.9 
Max 165 131 119 108 115 469 144 166 167 133 174 143 
(WY) (2003) (1999) (2003) (2003) (1999) (1919) (2006) (2003) (1920) (2003) (2010) (2010) 
Min 65.2 62.5 72.9 60.0 55.0 87.9 78.8 69.1 74.3 43.5 27.4 41.9 
(WY) (1918) (1917) (1917) (1918) (1918) (1921) (1918) (1917) (1921) (1920) (1920) (1920) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1917 - 2012 
Annual total  45,032    40,613    
Annual mean  123    111    104   
Highest annual mean    133 2003  
Lowest annual mean    74.3 1921  
Highest daily mean  409 Mar 23   439 Feb 29   2,870 Mar 15, 1920  
Lowest daily mean  96 Feb   2   81 Aug 28   13 Aug 30, 1920  
Annual seven-day minimum  a98 Feb   7   85 Aug 31   19 Aug   5, 1920  
Maximum peak flow   718 Jun 20   b4,760 Mar 15, 1920  
Maximum peak stage   12.23 Jun 20   c7.98 Mar 15, 1920  
Instantaneous low flow   d48 Aug 28   11 Aug 30, 1920  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.748    0.673    0.630   
Annual runoff (inches)  10.15    9.16    8.56   
10 percent exceeds  143    122    125   
50 percent exceeds  117    106    93   
90 percent exceeds  105    89    70   
a Ice affected. 
b From rating curve extended above 1,000 ft³/s, based on contracted-opening measurement of peak flow. 
c Datum then in use. 
d Result of regulation. 
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Figure 3.2: Watersheds and Sub‐Watersheds of the Kinnickinnic River Region.  
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1. OVERVIEW 

a) Physical Environment 

Sitting at the northwestern edge of the Driftless Area, the “Kinni” Region exhibits both glaciated and unglaciated 

characteristics.  The broad rolling plains of the northern portion (a function of previous glacial periods as well as 

the Wisconsin Glaciation) are cut by incised valleys carved by streams flowing to the St. Croix and Mississippi 

Rivers.  Soils are predominantly formed in loamy till glacial deposits, while some are in outwash. A loess cap of 

wind‐deposited silt is 6 to 48 inches thick over the surface.  River bottoms are moderately well drained to poorly 

drained silty soils with a silt loam surface over calcareous and non‐calcareous silty alluvium or loess.   

b) Land Cover and Use 

This Planning Region is primarily dominated by agriculture with the 

majority in row crops (Figure 3.3). Many of the streams in the 

southern portion of the region flow through partially or fully 

forested coulees.  With the increasing price of corn and soybeans 

over the last decade, many pastures, hayfields, and lands that were 

enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are being 

converted to row crops.  This large conversion out of permanent 

vegetation to agricultural uses that expose open soil is also likely to 

have an adverse effect on water quality of streams in the region.  In 

addition, over the last decade, residential development has 

increased dramatically in the western part of the Ecological 

Landscape along and near the St. Croix River.  Many new residents 

commute to the Twin Cities for work. 

 

The major forest types are maple‐basswood and oak‐hickory, with lesser amounts of lowland hardwoods. Native 

coniferous forests are rare, and are limited to a few tamarack swamps and small scattered stands of pine on steep 

rocky slopes. 

c) Terrestrial Habitats  

Grassland management at multiple scales is a major opportunity in the Western Prairie and will only benefit water 

quality in the watershed.  Small, scattered remnants of native prairie exist here along with substantial areas of 

"surrogate grassland" that now provide increasingly critical habitat for many grassland species, especially birds. 

The largest grassland management project in this region is the Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area in St. Croix 

and Polk counties.  By managing at multiple scales, large blocks of surrogate grassland, unplowed prairie pastures, 

small native prairie remnants on bluffs or within rights‐of‐way and working agricultural lands can all play key roles 

in the conservation and restoration of the grassland ecosystem that historically covered most of this ecological 

landscape.  Ponds and lakes border or are embedded within some of the areas with high grassland management 

potential; these add great value for species that nest near or over water and for migrants that use open wetlands 

and water.   

 
Additional natural community types found in this region include southern dry, dry‐mesic, and mesic forests, 

floodplain forest, emergent marsh, and dry cliff.   Less common to rare natural communities include moist cliff, 

southern sedge meadow, dry prairie and oak opening.  In addition to the dry prairie and surrogate grassland 

opportunities mentioned above, the region is also noteworthy for its’ southern mesic forests and moist cliffs.  High 

Figure 3.3: Land cover of the Kinnickinnic River Region. 
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quality natural communities of Driftless Area study stream properties can be found in Appendix C of the “Rapid 

Ecological Assessment for Driftless Area Streams” (Appendix 2). 

d) Aquatic habitats 

Despite the intensive nature of row crop agriculture, cold water fish communities throughout the watershed have 

shown steady improvement during the last two decades.  Many streams in the past were dependent on stocking of 

trout to sustain sport fisheries.  However, since records were first kept in the 1950s, self‐sustaining brook and 

brown trout populations have expanded both in distribution and abundance.  Today, this watershed boosts some 

of the highest densities of self‐sustaining brook and brown trout streams in Wisconsin.  In addition, many streams 

have shifted from warm/cool water fish assemblages to cool/cold water fish assemblages. Much of this is due to 

improvements in agricultural practices on the landscape, major decreases in grazing along streams, precipitation 

changes and DNR land acquisition and trout stream habitat improvement.  

 

Currently, the Kinnickinnic River is listed as an Outstanding Resource Water under the Clean Water Act.  The St. 

Croix, Big, and Trimbelle rivers, along with Rocky Run, are listed as Exceptional Resource Waters. The Lower St. 

Croix River is designated as a National Scenic Riverway and supports an exceptionally high diversity of aquatic 

organisms, including fish, mussels and other invertebrates.  Many rare species have been documented there, and 

several of the mussels are globally rare.  The river's floodplain contains good examples of emergent marsh, wet 

prairie and floodplain forest.  

 

Note: Detailed descriptions of the sport fishery can be found in the next section.  A more complete discussion of 
the aquatic features and water management goals can be found in the watershed basin reports developed by the 
DNR.1 

e) Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species  

As mentioned, the region’s prairies and grasslands harbor important grassland bird populations, many of which are 

rare or declining.  Maintaining these lands in permanent grass cover will benefit bird, insect, and other rare upland 

species.  By reducing run‐off, large grasslands will also help maintain high quality water flows and associated 

aquatic species. 

 

To date, there are 26 known rare species that occur within the study stream properties of this region.  Included 

within this list are 4 birds, 12 fish, 8 invertebrates, and 2 plants.  Of these, 6 are state Endangered, 7 are state 

Threatened, and 13 are special concern.  For a complete list of these species by property see in Appendix C of the 

“Rapid Ecological Assessment for Driftless Area Streams” (Appendix 2).  For an explanation of the state and global 

ranks, as well as state status, see Appendix A of the “Rapid Ecological Assessment for Driftless Area Streams.” 

f) Invasive Species and Other Species of Management Concern 

Currently, reed canary grass, buckthorn and box elder dominate many previously grazed stream corridors within 

the region.  Such invasions have limited stream accessibility and degraded stream banks.  Control of these invasive 

plants will continue to present challenges to managing riparian habitat along trout streams well in into the future. 

 

Although there is direct access from the St. Croix and Mississippi Rivers, there is limited concern over Asian Carp or 

other exotic species migrating up the smaller, cold water Kinnickinnic River Region watersheds. 

 

                                                 
1 Watershed Basin Reports are posted on the DNR’s web (dnr.wi.gov); search for “basins.” 
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g) Social and Recreation Issues 

This Planning Region is easily accessible to residents of the Twin Cities and surrounding communities, and as a 

result the streams in the Kinni River Region with public access tend to receive heavy fishing pressure.  In particular, 

the Kinnickinnic and Rush river systems receive exceptionally heavy fishing pressure. 

h) Cultural Resources 

Archaeological sites representing all of the recognized prehistoric culture periods are found throughout the region, 

from Paleo‐Indian (10,000‐8,000 BC), through Archaic (8,000‐500 BC), Woodland (500 BC‐1000 AD), and Oneota 

(1000‐1650 AD).  Associated sites include Native American camps, villages, burial mounds, rock art, shell middens, 

and more.  Although present, the area evidences relatively few animal‐shaped effigy mounds.  Large Mississippian‐

era sites, some of the northernmost recorded, are found in Pierce County and surrounding areas. 

 

Historic period archaeological sites (ca. 1650‐present) include farmsteads, iron mines, dams, sawmills, cemeteries, 

and others.  The area’s river towns, villages, and rural roads are dotted with many historic homes, businesses, 

bridges, and other early structures, many used continuously to this day. 

 

Whether populated by ancient Indian peoples or more recent arrivals, the area’s numerous archaeological sites 

and historic structures reflect a lengthy record of settlement, as well as intensive utilization of the diverse water, 

mineral, plant, animal, and other resources characteristic of the region.   



River Falls

Wisconsin

4/20/95

WATERSHED ASSESSMENT

The 1992 data followed previous DNR monitoring
efforts. Table 11 illustrates 1991 monitoring data at 10
locations. The resulting profile is Figure 9 on page 64.

Table 11
1991 Thermal Monitoring Results'

Date

8/30/91 8/31/91 9/1191 9/2/91 9/3/91

Location No. Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max

Air Temp. 87 65 75 58 73 51 83 56 73 57

STH35 1 66 60 67 62 63 55 60 56 63 59

Cedar Sir. 3 68 60 67 63 64 55 62 56 64 59

L. George 4 82 72 81 70 74 61 68 61 70 62

Above Jet. F 5 69 61 70 60 66 57 65 57 66 60

Below Jet. F 6 70 66 70 62 66 59 65 59 66 58

S. Fk (mouth) 7F 70 67 72 62 66 58 67 55 68 58

S. Fk (UWRF) 7D 71 64 72 60 67 57 66 56 73 57

Above Powell 8 80 66 78 64 72 62 73 65 74 62

Below Powell 9 76 62 78 60 76 57 76 58 74 56

Below Ret. 811 10 75 65 73 63 74 60 75 59 70 54

1. Source: Marty Engel, WNDR, 1992.

Kinnickinnic River Water Management Plan Page 61
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Table 8.1 Plants of Concern in Pierce and St. Croix Counties, Wisconsin. 

Scientific Name Common Name State Status 
Federal 
Status Habitat 

Adoxa moschatellina  Musk-root Threatened – Shaded, damp cliffs 

Anemone caroliniana  Carolina Anemone Endangered – Dry prairies, sand 
prairies, bluff prairies 

Astragalus 
crassicarpus  

Ground Plum Endangered – Bluffs and dry 
prairies 

Besseya bullii  Kitten Tails Threatened – Prairies, barrens, 
open woods 

Calylophus 
serrulatus  

Yellow Evening 
Primrose 

Special Concern – Prairies, river valleys 

Catabrosa aquatica  Brook Grass Endangered – Cold springs 

Cirsium hillii  Hill’s Thistle Threatened – Dry prairies 

Dalea villosa  Silky Prairie-clover Special Concern – Sand prairies 

Drosera linearis  Slenderleaf Sundew Threatened Threatened Bogs 

Glycyrrhiza lepidota  Wild Licorice Special Concern – Wet meadows and 
prairies 

Lespedeza 
leptostachya  

Prairie Bush Clover Endangered Threatened Dry sandy prairies 

Lesquerella 
ludoviciana  

Silver Bladderpod Threatened – Dry prairies 

Liatris punctata  
(var. nebraskana ) 

Dotted Blazing Star Endangered – Sand prairies, 
roadsides 

Nothocalais 
cuspidata  

Prairie False-
dandelion 

Special Concern – Dry prairies 

Onosmodium molle  Marbleseed Special Concern – Dry open woods 

Orbanche 
ludoviciana  

Louisiana Broomrape Endangered – Dry prairies and sand 
dunes 

Prenanthes apsera  Rough Rattlesnake-
root 

Endangered – Dry prairies 

Psoralea esculenta  Pomme-de-Prairie Special Concern – Dry prairies 

Scutellaria parvula 
(var. parvula ) 

Small Skullcap Endangered – Dry prairies and 
bluffs 

Senecio plattensis  Prairie Ragwort Special Concern – Dry prairies, open 
woodlands 

Talinum 
rugospermum  

Prairie Fame-flower Special Concern – Sand barrens 

Trillium nivale  Snow Trillium Threatened – Calcareous woods 
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Table 8.2 Animals of Concern in Pierce and St. Croix Counties, Wisconsin. 
 

Scientific Name Common Name State Status 
Federal 
Status Habitat 

Alosa chrysochloris  Skipjack Herring Endangered – St. Croix River system 
Ammocrypta asprella  Crystal Darter Fish Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Buteo lineatus  Red-shouldered Hawk Threatened – Bottomland hardwoods, 
mixed forests 

Casmerodius albus  Great Egret Threatened – Lakes, streams, marshes 
Clemmys insculpta  Wood Turtle Threatened – Hardwoods, wet 

meadows 
Crotalus horridus  Timber Rattlesnake Special Concern – Woodlands, prairies, 

bluffs 
Cumberlandia 
monodonta  

Spectacle Case Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Cyclonaias tuberculata  Purple Wartyback 
Mussel 

Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Ellipsaria lineaolata  Butterfly Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Elliptio crassidens  Elephant Ear Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Epioblasma triquetra  Snuffbox Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 
Falco peregrinus  Peregrine Falcon Endangered Endangered Bluffs 

Fusconaia ebena  Ebony Shell Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Gastrocopta procera  Wing Snaggletooth 
Snail 

Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Hiodon alosoides  Goldeye Fish Endangered – St. Croix River system 
Ictiobus niger  Black Buffalo Fish Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Lampsilis higginsi  Higgins’ Eye Mussel Endangered Endangered St. Croix River system 
Lanius ludovicianus  Loggerhead Shrike Endangered – Prairie and bushland 

Macrhybopsis aestivalis  Speckled Chub Fish Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Moxostoma carinatum  River Redhorse Fish Threatened – St. Croix River system 
Moxostoma 
valenciennesi  

Greater Redhorse Fish Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Notropis amnis  Pallid Shiner Fish Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Ophiogomp hus 
anomalus  

Extra-striped Snaketail 
Dragonfly 

Endangered – Warm water streams in 
forested watersheds 

Ophiogomphus howei  Pygmy Snaketail 
Dragonfly 

Threatened – Streams in forested 
watersheds 

Ophiogomphus 
susbehcha  

Saint Croix Snaketail 
Dragonfly 

Endangered – Large streams in 
forested watersheds 

Percina evides  Gilt Darter Fish Threatened – St. Croix River system 
Plethobasus cyphyus  Bullhead Mussel Endangered – St. Croix River system 

Podiceps grisegena  Red-necked Grebe Endangered – Bluff prairies, sandy 
prairies 

Polydon spathula  Paddlefish Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Quadrula fragosa  Winged Mapleleaf 
Mussel 

Endangered Endangered St. Croix River system 

Quadrula metanevra  Monkeyface Mussel Threatened – St. Croix River system 
Simpsonaias ambigua  Salamander Mussel Threatened – St. Croix River system 

Speyeria idelia  Regal Fritillary Endangered  Prairies and pastures 

Tritogonia verrucosa  Buckthorn Mussel Threatened – St. Croix River system 



Group Name Population Status Lead Office Recovery Plan Name Recovery Plan Stage

Clams Higgins eye (pearlymussel) Entire Endangered Twin Cities Ecological Services Higgins Eye Pearlymussel Final Revision 1

Clams Spectaclecase (mussel) Endangered Twin Cities Ecological Services

Clams Snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma Endangered Columbus Ecological Services

Flowering Plants Prairie bush-clover (Lespedeza Threatened Twin Cities Ecological Services Prairie Bush-clover Final

Mammals Northern Long-Eared Bat Proposed Endangered Green Bay Ecological Services
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P Park Inventory P 
 

Introduction: 
       The Park Inventory was developed as part of a citywide strategy to tailor the 

activities and inventories to the goals expressed in the Comprehensive Plan. The 

Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 2005, calls for a complete park inventory to define each 

park and public space into a functional class with an individual description.  

       Prior to this Inventory, the majority of the parks were zoned and legally considered 

to be Conservancy. Park and conservancy areas are different in their purpose and require 

a different type of management and definition. The Park Inventory, in conjunction with 

the creation of a Park District in the zoning code, will serve to define each park and 

conservancy area based on the zoning code and the features of each park. 

       The intent of the Park Inventory is to aid the residents and prospective residents in 

locating individual parks that offer recreational opportunities best suited to their needs. 

The Inventory provides information about individual parks in addition to providing an 

overview of the public spaces provided throughout the City, which will be used to guide 

park development, encourage use and improve accessibility while fostering a sense of 

community. 
Organization: 
       The Park Inventory is divided into three sections based on the use of the space. The 

first and most extensive is the Park section that describes all of the areas that are 

traditionally considered to be parkland. Conservancy is the second section and refers to 

areas that exist to protect the natural resources of the area. Quasi-Public spaces are 

addressed last and address the areas that function as a park but are operated and managed 

by owners other than the City of River Falls. 

Parks: 

       The Park section is divided into several categories based on the function, size and 

general scope of influence. The Community Park classification is used to describe the 

largest and most elaborate spaces that offer the widest array of activities to serve the 

entire population. Neighborhood Parks are designed to serve the nearby neighborhood 

with recreational opportunities located within walking distance. Special Use Parks are  



 

oriented toward a single use that is typically recreational, cultural, or historic by its 

design and use. Linear Parks act as a connection between centers of activity for 

pedestrians or as a scenic path along a stream or other feature. Parks in this section are 

owned and maintained by the City of River Falls and are accessible by the general public. 

Conservancy: 

       Conservancy areas describe properties that serve the primary function of natural 

resource protection. These areas may allow for passive recreational activities such as 

hiking or bicycling, which can be conducted without supportive infrastructure such as 

paved trails. Conservancy areas can describe anything from a large natural area designed 

to protect major natural features or small outlots designed for small-scale storm water 

management. All areas with a primary function of natural resource protection are 

classified into the Conservancy section.  

Quasi-Public: 

       The Quasi-Public classification is used to describe the private or public recreational 

sites and facilities such as private play structures, the UW-River Falls Campus and the 

River Falls School District. These sites and facilities are maintained and managed by 

their owners and not the City, which therefore limits the use of these sites as public parks. 
Content: 
       The following Inventory dedicates one page to each park. Each area is classified and 

organized as a Park, a Conservancy area, or as a Quasi-Public space. Each page details 

the name, address, date of establishment, and size of the park. The description features an 

inventory of existing conditions for each park that documents the features and activities 

supported by park infrastructure. The inventories describe features such as sport fields 

and courts, play structures, miscellaneous amenities and activities. In addition, the page 

describes the improvements that are planned or recommended and a general summary of 

the location, use, condition, and atmosphere. On the reverse of each page, a map explains 

the context of the park by describing the location, major recreational features, boundaries, 

easements, land cover percentages and the conditions of the site to aid the reader in 

visually understanding the narrative page. The following Inventory describes the public 

spaces throughout the City of River Falls. 



 



 P GLEN PARK
      355 Park Street 
  Community Park 

Park Date: 1898  Park Size:  40.58 acres 

Existing Park Inventory: 
Field Sports 
¢ Soccer  
¢ Softball 

¢ Baseball 

Court Sports 
¢ Sand Volleyball 
¢ Basketball 

¢ Tennis 
¢ Horseshoes 

Play Equipment 
¢ Play Structure 
¢ Safety Surface 

¢ Swings

Misc. Activities 
¢ Pool 
¢ Trails 

¢ Fishing Area 

Misc. Amenities 
¢ Open Space 
¢ Biking/Walking Trails 
¢ Bike Rack  
¢ Enclosed Shelter 
¢ Restrooms  
¢ Drinking Water  
¢ Picnic Shelter  
¢ Historic Swinging Bridge 

¢ Picnic Tables  
¢ Benches  
¢ Grill  
¢ Off-Street Parking 
¢ Lights 
¢ Garbage Cans  
¢ Bleachers 

Future Park Improvements: 
¢ Upgrade Pool Area 
¢ Upgrade Bathhouses 
¢ Update Playground Equipment 

Summary: 
Glen Park is an active/passive mixed use Community Park located 

southwest of the downtown district. It is the City’s oldest park and even 

had a zoo at one point. Some highlights of the Park include the trails 

connecting to the White Pathway to the north, River Hills Park to the 

south and the Kinnickinnic River, a public swimming pool, many large 

trees, grass and several types of recreational activities. Pedestrian access 

can be found at the Swinging Bridge to the northeast from Cascade 

Avenue, along Glen Park Road and Park Street. There are several off-

street parking lots. 2





 



  HERITAGE PARK 
               232 West Maple Street 

          Linear Park 
 
Park Date:  1976  Park Size:  1.39 acres 
 
Existing Park Inventory:  
 

  
 
 

Misc. Amenities 
 
 Biking/Walking Trails 
 Bike Rack  
 Benches  
 

 
 Off-Street Parking 
 Lights 
 Garbage Cans  
 

Future Park Improvements 
 
 Upkeep of the Parking Lot 
 Additional Benches 

 Additional Picnic Tables 
 Increase Park Area 

 
 
Summary:  
Heritage Park is a passive special use park located just west 

of the downtown district and Veterans Park. The Park is 

also directly south of City Hall. At the entrance of the Park 

is a bell that was used in the old firehouse. The sign 

beneath the bell reads, “The land from the 1974 Maple 

Street Bridge South to Elm Street, plus Hospital Hill-

Ingram Center, was developed into this Park by the Garden 

Club. It worked with the Bicentennial Commission and 

other organizations, making it a community-wide project. 

The goal was to use the Kinnickinnic River as a park.” 

Pedestrian access to the park can be found from Veterans’ 

Park by way of the pedestrian bridge, White Kinnickinnic 

Pathway Park, and off of Maple Street.  A parking lot is 

available on Maple Street with a capacity of approximately 

20 cars. This Park is a part of the Downtown Plan to 

improve the look and feel of this special area along the 

Kinnickinnic River.   

27 



 

           232 W. Maple St. 



    WHITE 
 KINNICKINNIC 

 PATHWAY 
             374 South Winter Street 
                Linear Park 
 
Park Date:  1980           Park Size:  5.54 acres 

 
Existing Park Inventory: 
 
Misc. Activities 
 
 Biking 
 Walking/Jogging 
 Fishing (Class 1 Trout Stream) 
 
Misc. Amenities 
 
 Biking/Walking Trails 
 Bike Rack 
 Picnic Tables  
 Benches  
 Boat Launch 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Off-Street Parking 
 Lights 
 Garbage Cans  
 Observation Deck 
 

Future Park Improvements: 
 
 Trail Upgrade 
 Repaving as Needed 

 
 
Summary: 
White Kinnickinnic Pathway Park is an active/passive linear park located to the west of the 

downtown district.  This Park runs along the west bank of the Kinnickinnic River from the Winter 

Street Bridge to Maple Street. Street pedestrian access and vehicle parking can be found at either 

Winter or Maple Street.  To the northern end of the Park near Maple Street is Heritage Park and 

across the Kinnickinnic River to the east is Veterans’ Park.  Some of the main attractions of the 

Park include a lookout deck onto Lake George, picnic tables, paved trails, lighting and natural 

landscaping of mostly trees and some grassy areas. The north end of the Park is connected to 

Heritage Park, Veterans Park, the Riverwalk and the downtown district which make this park 

complex an asset to the entire community. 
28 



 

          347 S. Winter St. 



 



   FOSTER        
CEMETERY 

             Southwest Side of Lake Louise 
             Conservancy 
 
Park Date:  1852-56  Park Size: 3.92 acres 
 
 
Existing Park Inventory: 
 
Misc. Amenities 

 
 Open Space 

 
Future Park Improvements:  
 
 Continued Preservation 

 Improve Access 

 
 
Summary:  

Foster Cemetery is located on the southwest side of Lake Louise 

near the Wastewater Treatment Facility. In order to get there, 

park near the Treatment Facility and find the path on the 

Westside with a sign stating “Authorized Vehicles Only.”  

Follow the path as it winds around the Facility and up a hill to 

the Cemetery, which is covered in vegetation, much like the path 

that leads there. The Cemetery was established in the early 

1850’s by Eli Foster and donated to Trinity Episcopal Church 

upon his death in 1856.  Headstones from this Cemetery date 

from the mid 1800’s to 1918. In 2000, the Trustees of the 

Episcopal Church in the diocese of Eau Claire gave the City the 

deed to the Cemetery. It is now zoned Conservancy where most 

of the land is left in its natural state which is native prairie.

20 
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